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Art

Urbashee Paul
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Urbashee Paul

Urbashee Paul is a self-taught New York City artist
specializing in charcoal drawing and acrylic
painting. Her subjects evoke deep emotions in the
viewer: hope, determination, love...

The subjects featured here include a portrait of her
mother and two other unnamed South Asian brides.
Itis up to the audience to uncover the stories
behind their eyes.

The artist holds a Ph.D. in Economics from
Northeastern University and works as an economist
at a litigation consulting firm in Manhattan. You
may visit www.urbasheepaul.com to view Urbashi’s
other art pieces.



“Unlocking Barriers “

Ishani Hazra
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“Reflections”
(watercolour)

Mahisadal , West
Bengal

Ishani Hazra

Born and brought up in Kolkata, Ishani is a service
professional who pursues art as her passion.

She loves exploring nature and old ruins and seeks
beauty in mundane and ordinary things.

She is also an ardent dog lover, and all proceeds of
her artwork sale are for the welfare and treatment of
the strays in her neighborhood.



Ishani Hazra: “My bags are packed, am Ishani Hazra:” Dilapidated memories”

ready to go.” (watercolour). (watercolour)
watercolour

Ishani Hazra: “Carefully careless”

(Watercolour ) Mahisadal Rajbari, West
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Anjana Guha-Niyogi was born in Shillong, India. She graduated
with honors in economics from Ladykin College in India.

She worked for Survey of India, Central Government of India. She
has been living in Kolkata, India, for many years.

Presently, she passes her time enjoying the company of her
precious granddaughter, Dishani.



The Seasons

Paintings by Amrita Banerjee
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Amrita Banerjee

Amrita Banerjee is from Kolkata; she uses
watercolor and oil for her paintings.
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Alpona on Sora & Cardboard by Sourav Ghosh

Sora is a terracotta plate used as a wall- mural painting.
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Sourav Ghosh is a Kala Bhavan
graduate from Santi Niketan

Sourav Ghosh has been painting
exquisite Soras for over five years now
and has started doing Alpona paintings on
Cardboard too.

Recently he had his first Sora exhibition at
the invitation of Jogen Chowdhury at
Chaarubasona in Kolkata. His sora and
cardboard paintings of Alpona are
available in Kolkata for sale.

Contact # 9800410846
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Sudipta Choudhry

Karma, oil on canvas

The Indian artist Sudipta Choudhry has
been painting for over thirty years. She
has had several exhibitions in prestigious
venues in New York City, Los Angeles,
Basel, London, Paris, Vienna, and Berlin.

Living in the Middle East, she is
fascinated by the clarity of the desert light
and likes to break it up into the splendors
of its colors. She has evolved into
creating abstract themes and is
influenced by the Abstract Expressionist
style.



Sudipta Choudhry

Phoenix of the Mind, oil on canvas
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YOUTH SECTION

Debi
Durga

Anya Chatterji
Age -11
Grade-6
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Amritakshi Sanyal
Age-12
Grade- 7




Hakuna Matata: a poem

Amritakshi Sanyal

Baboons swing from tree to tree,
Gazelles graze and wildebeests roam,;
Cheetahs dart to catch their prey:

This is the land these animals call home.

Watching from the tall grass,
A lion surreptitiously peeks.

It patiently waits and waits:
To ambush prey that it seeks!

A big cat lets out a mighty roar!
Through the tall grasses it strides:
Watching the leopard arrive,
Impalas and gazelles quickly hide!

In the scorching sun of the savannah:
Bathing in the waters is what they need.
Then they travel in their herd,

With a male elephant in the lead.

Hippos are alert to their surroundings:
Keeping their bodies submerged in lakes.
They can easily take part in fights;

Their tempestuous temperament is all it takes!

Buffalos wander in the savannah,
Watching for predators, they take a glance.
Meanwhile, hyenas try to steal a hunt;

The furtive cats wait for their chance!

A blur of black and white stripes pass:
The savannah is where zebras belong.
Giraffes nibble on nearby acacia trees:
Allowing themselves to be tall and long!
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Deer and antelopes quietly graze:

There are several waterbucks and elands;
Wildebeests and hartebeests are spread
around:

Peacefully, yet with pride they stand!

Colorful birds fill the savannah;

Flamingos of two types: greater and lesser,
Lilac-breasted rollers, cranes and pelicans;
And ostriches standing straighter and
straighter!

Kenya and Tanzania have beautiful sights:
Mount Kilimanjaro stands tall with pride!
Sunlight skips off Lake Nakuru,

And Ngorongoro’s crater stretches wide.

Flamingos create a blanket of pink,
As Lake Nakuru shines in the day.
Rhinos roam with their protruding horns:
This wilderness is where they stay!

In Masai Mara and the Serengeti:

Animals in the savannah are completely free.
From mongoose, wild boars, and crocodiles,
To leopards perched on top of a tree!

The caldera lake in Ngorongoro Crater,

Is where flamingos busily shuffle their feet;

It also houses hippos as still as rocks:

While zebras and elephants cross the street!

In Amboseli: full of marshes and swamps,
On a beautiful day, when the sky is clear:
Majestic elephants raise their trunks,

In the background, Kilimanjaro appears!



My name is Kriti Bhoomireddi, and | am in 7th grade. | love
Shah Rukh Khan’s movies, especially Dilwale and Happy New
Year. Combining one of my favorite actors and one of my
favorite hobbies was really fun.
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Kriti Bhoomireddi
Age-12
Grade-7




Ella Bagchi
Age- 14
Grade-9

The Wolf
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Sureeta Das
Age-14
Grade-10

“Fun time with Grandpa” (Drawn in memory of her grandfather)
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Sureeta Das

loves singing, dancing,
swimming, and drawing.

Dancing Dandelion
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Medha
Bhoomireddi

Age:15
Grade: 10

My name is Medha Bhoomireddi, a student who loves art. The colors of India are
what inspired me to make this painting of my little sister. This holds a very special

place in my heart to have such vibrant colors brought to life.
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English Section

War: an inevitability
Sayieed Lumran

In this world, war is inevitable.

The oceans witness wars everyday- whales devour fishes big and small.
Sharks swallow shark tails.

The wilderness homes its own wars. Eagles to rats are all predators to prey, while the tigers and lions
hatch their schemes on deer.

War runs thru the veins of all civilisations be it civil or otherwise.

And these omnivore humans will stop at nothing. Be it flesh or grass. Sometimes, beyond hunger,
they slay their own kind too.

Sayieed Lumran was born on May 8th, 1993, in
Bangladesh. Bachelors and master’s in law. Poems are
regularly published in newspapers and magazine. No
published books yet. Currently living in Dhaka,
Bangladesh.
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Desert Moon

Rwitwika Bhattacharya

Endless boundless barren lands
Rolling hills of golden sands.

The icy wind laments and sighs

A haunting silence softly cries.

The glistening thorns adorn the way
The lifeless night can lead astray.
But gentleness enshrouds the dunes

When softly shines the desert moon.

The pale and lonely naked bones
Turn to gleaming treasure stones.
The darkness of the desert skies
Will draw in like beloved’s eyes.

The moon will spread her mystic veil
And spin the perfect fairy tale.
Endlessly she makes you swoon

Treacherous is the desert moon.
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| know the spell the moon can cast.
And though the magic fails to last,

| wait for her to cast the spell

Stay trapped inside this barren hell.
A yearning always aches my heart
Like purest lovers torn apart,

And till she spreads her silver plume

| long to see my desert moon.

Rwitwika Bhattacharya is a 34-year-old
Psychological Counsellor (Post Graduate Diploma
from Jadavpur University) currently residing at
Rajarhat, Kolkata. Her passion has always been
writing poems, short stories, novels, and
screenplays.



FOR HER

Paramartha Bandyopadhyay You have jUSt met the most beautiful Iady in
the world.

, , Love is raining now to bridge the gap.
When you will be back home tonight,

You will be tired, you have worked hard, You're cooling at her lap.

And haven't think of her. The dream is back,

That’s the story, Going for a while. You're not worrying, not afraid of anything.
She has even worked harder, Celebrate life,

But expecting every night Laughing and playing.

When opens the door for you,

That you will say something special.

What you have forgotten

And taking her for granted.

Keep aside the flaw,

Buy a rose for her,

And when she would open the door tonight,
Go for the magic.

Hug her tightly,

Kiss her eyes quietly with your eyes,
Touch her lips gently with your rose,

She will reply,

Keep (treasure it) that close at your heart. 'm ‘Paramartha Bandyopadhyay’
from Kolkata, India, and service is my
profession. My passion is to write poems,
stories, and articles.

The light will have lit, would burn the fatigue in
relationship, you have embraced.
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India's Mission Kabul
Dilip Hari
Collected from various news media.

Once the US Army left and the Taliban took over Afghanistan, we saw that Indian Air Force planes were bringing
Indians stranded in Afghanistan from Kabul.

This sounds very easy to see and hear, but we should also know how much hard work and diplomacy the Indian
government was behind to accomplish this arduous task.

First, we do not have any direct plane route to go to Afghanistan. For this, the shortest route is through Pakistan, but
as always, Pakistan is a big hurdle in this situation. That's why Indian planes must take a longer route and go
through Iran.

For this, the Government of India first obtained Iran's approval for airspace use for Indian Air Force aircraft. Getting
this approval was not such an easy task, because no country allows another country's Air Force to use its

airspace. However, the Indian government was successful in getting this permission from Iran.

Even after obtaining this permission, there was another issue: i.e., Indian planes could not land directly in Kabul
Because India's relations with the Taliban have never been good.

Therefore, the Indian government could not rely only on the Taliban to keep the Indian Air Force plane standing at
Kabul airport for a long time.

On the other hand, in view of the chaos and huge crowds at Kabul Airport, it was not possible for the Indian planes to
remain parked there.

To solve this, the Government of India found another way, by resorting to the airport of Kazakhstan.

Once again, Indian diplomacy was successful, and Indian Air Force planes got permission to use Kazakhstan airport
& air space.

Then the Indian government also had to address another problem: how to transport Indians to Kabul airport because
after the capture of Kabul by the Taliban,

Taliban fighters have set up their check posts at different places, and they resort to conducting a thorough search of
every person coming to Kabul airport.

Furthermore, Indians couldn't gather together at Kabul airport due to the chaos at Kabul airport.

Eventually, the Indian Embassy staff in Kabul also found a solution. They arranged a large garage near the
Kabul airport where they could house around 150-200 Indians at one time.

Now, every day, Indians first gather in the garage. This work of gathering Indians goes on day and night 24/7.
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For this, the Indian officers themselves take their car and reach the places where the Indians are staying, taking them
to the garage adjacent to the Kabul airport, while forever dealing with the Taliban check post personnel, all over the
place.

When enough Indians have gathered in the garage, the information is passed on to the Indian Air Force officers
stationed in Kazakhstan and the US officials stationed at Kabul Airport.

It is noteworthy that the ATS control and security control of Kabul Airport is in the hands of the US Army.

After this, clearance is given by the US Army to land the Indian Airforce transports, Then the Indian Air Force plane
standing at Kazakhstan Airport flies from there and reaches Kabul.

By the time the plane was preparing to land, all the Indians from the garage had reached the airport in the US Army
vehicles.

They are immediately boarded in the Indian Air Force plane standing there, and within 15 minutes, this Indian Air
Force plane flies out of Kabul towards its country with the Indians.

Let us thank our Air Force and all officers & personnel of the Indian Embassy & its allied personnel who are engaged
in this daunting task, and salute them with our grateful thanks for their yeoman service!

Whatever our internal political differences may be, It is heartening to support all efforts & decisions by the Govt of
India not to leave any Indian behind in Afghanistan at the mercy of uncertain Taliban violence—salute to the Indian
Airforce.

Dilip Hari is a CPA and Chartered Accountant who
attended Cornell School of Hotel Management. He owns
a Hotel Management Company DPNY Hospitality, and
manages Hilton, Sheraton and Best Western hotels in
four different states. The website is
www.dpnyhospitality.com.

Dilip also owns a chain of French Wine Bistro with 7
locations in Manhattan, NY and one in Washington D.C.
The website is www.vinsurvingt.com.
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The Menace
Aniruddha Sen

Sumit is working in Mumbai. But whenever he manages to take a few weeks off, he rushes back to Kolkata, the city
where he was born and brought up and where his roots still are. This time when he came to Kolkata, it was the onset
of winter, and fresh seasonal fruits and vegetables started appearing at the markets. But it was not yet time for freshly
made jaggeries or Notun Gur.

After visiting his friends and relatives at downtown Kolkata and with his body and mind fresh with the aroma of the
great heritage city, Sumit decided to chance upon the nearby suburbs. Dilip was his close friend, but they hadn't met
for quite some time. They, however, were in email contact. Dilip often requested Sumit to drop in at his Belgharia
residence when Sumit comes to Kolkata next. Usually, Sumit is tight with his schedule but this time he had a few spare
days. He decided to surprise Dilip with a sudden visit to his residence.

That left a small chance that his good friend would not be at home. But Sumit could bank on the innate laziness of the
fellow who was cozily satisfied with his stable ten-to-five job and would rush back home the moment office hours were
over. He would be either indoors, on his desktop or at best at the adjacent clubhouse for adda, i.e., idle chatting.

From Sealdah, Sumit boarded a barrackpore-bound local that was not too crowded. After disembarking at Belgharia,
he proceeded towards his friend's house through lanes and by lanes. But after a while, he felt everything around him
was not normal. As it was winter, the Sun had set early. But even before six PM, there was an eerie silence of midnight
at the locality. The municipality had not bothered to switch on streetlights, probably with their clock still tuned to
summertime. At both sides of the roads, the doors and windows were firmly shut, and hardly any rays of light were
escaping through them. There were few people, if any, on the roads. And even those few, when asked for directions,
just answered in brief and rushed away.

What was it? Was there some danger lurking around on the streets? Sumit then recalled the words of caution from his
cousin Somnath, "Kolkata is a really animated city. But nobody can predict when some trouble will erupt due to rivalries
between parties or gangs. Was it something like that — a clash, then disturbance, and finally a curfew? Unknowingly,
had he landed into that mess? He wished he had informed Dilip before coming.

But by then, he had advanced too far. Even if there was some danger on the road, it would be safer to somehow reach
his friend's house and take shelter, rather than trying to walk back to the railway station.

Well, finally he managed to reach Dilip's house without any hassle. Yes, it was his house, for sure. The nameplate
clearly indicated that. But all the windows were firmly shut, and there was no clue as to what the inmates were doing.
Shaking off the initial hesitation, he rang the doorbell.
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Through the eyehole, a suspicious eye was trying to guess who the person at the door could be. Then a pair of hesitant
hands opened the doors and started unfastening the door chain. Once the door opened, Sumit was relieved to find it
was none other than his pal Dilip standing in front.

With a beaming face, Sumit was going to crack some silly joke. But before that, Dilip whispered, "Come inside
immediately", yanked Sumit in, and then closed the door in a jiffy.

"My God!" Sumit exclaimed, "What's the thing you all are so dead scared of — so that in this early evening, the entire
locality has shut itself in behind closed doors and windows? Is it a wild beast or a murderer on the prow!?"

“No murderer but killer for sure." Sighed Dilip, "It's the blessed mosquitoes. Aedes, anopheles, culex, and name
anything you would like — this early evening is their shift change time when all these bloodthirsty monsters are out to
suck their victims. Permit them an inch, and you invite Dengue, Malaria, Filaria, and whatnot! We all tightly shut our
doors and windows a few hours in the early evening to prevent that menace."

Aniruddha Sen is an electrical engineer from J.U. and a
retired scientific officer of TIFR, Mumbai. His stories,
articles and poems in Bengali and English have been
published in several printed and web magazines,
occasionally in some mainstream ones. He had authored
three story collections in Bengali and one in English. His
interests include science and conservation.
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Hello Popcorn

Sheema Roychowdhury

Hello! | would love to meet all of you and make friends! | am Popcorn. No — not the microwave
snack. | am a Schnoodle, a popular hybrid which is a cross between a Poodle and a Schnauzer.
My coat is curly, and the color ranges from white to blackish gray. | do :
not shed. | am a small-size puppy and just turned one year old! | am
playful, intelligent, fun-loving, and very loyal to my parents. | do like to
bark whenever | see new people. | protect my mom from any strange
| environment, and my barking alerts the whole family. My parents are
trying to train me to use my barking for good reasons, but sometimes |

just can’t help myself.

[ run around with my dad frequently in the yard. | love to play fetch. My parents keep
all my toys in a basket just for me. In the morning, | take them out and play. My favorite
ones are the squeaky and chewy toys.

I'm pretty lucky to have found a loving home with my parents. You see, | am adopted.
| was born to a breeder in Mississippi. Unfortunately, they could not sell me. They
left me in the forest near a highway to fend for myself. | lived on grass and leaves.
One day, a shelter agency found me, fed me and got me a health check-up and all j |
my vaccines. Then they sent me up to the rescue mission, To Love A Canine, Inc., in Pennsylvania, where | was put
up for adoption.

My mom had been wanting a dog for a really long time. She searched high and low, falling in love with almost every
doggy she saw. When she showed my picture to my dad, something about me must have caught his eye, and they
placed an application. After a few weeks, they got the call that they had been selected to be my forever home. They
were so excited! They bought all kinds of toys and blankets and treats and watched tons of YouTube videos to be as
ready for me as possible.

The night they picked me up was really cold and rainy. | have to admit, | was a bit scared and
didn’t really know what was happening. We drove home with me on my mom’s lap, and she |
cuddled me in a really soft blanket. | was nervous and tiptoed to a corner of the house. My |
parents built a pen and kept me there to train initially. | looked through the big glass door in
the morning — so many birds and deer, at times roaming in the yard. Yes, | barked at them too.
Over the next few days, | cautiously started to explore my new bed and toys. It took a few
weeks, but slowly | built more confidence, and now | know every nook and cranny of our home.
They send me to a doggy daycare every so often so | can get some exercise and play with my |
friends. | enjoy my time there, but | also get really excited when my parents come and pick
me up.
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In the beginning, | used to spend the night in a crate downstairs. But | got lonely and
would bark the whole night. My parents understood and took me upstairs to their
bedroom. | behave now and stay quiet till they get up. But sometimes, | cannot help my
curiosity. During the day, | sneak through the door and jump into their bed. Wow! These
are pillows — so soft and cushiony. | do have very soft blankets. | like to chew the corner
of the blanket even though | know I'm not supposed to. | should only chew my chewy
toys. When my parents go to work, | like to take a nap on the couch by my mom’s blanket.

| usually eat breakfast and dinner, but not too much. I'll eat my kibble, but when there is cooking in the kitchen, | get
intrigued by all the aromas. When my Dida comes, she makes some chicken or salmon, especially for me. | love it,
and the small pieces of roti she sneaks me.

I'm learning a lot, and | can read human body language very well. | have a unique way of
bonding with them. | am a good companion, and | know I'm lucky to have found my forever
home where | love my family, and they love me. If you love pets, there are many rescue dogs
in shelters who are in dire need for fostering or adoption. | earnestly hope you will consider
adopting; trust me, it's love and happiness like none other in the world.

Sheema Roychowdhury

Educated in India and the USA. Retired Principal Scientist from a Specialty
Chemical Industry. Enjoys flowers, gardening, and playing with Popcorn.
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Working with Different Populations of People and Different
Careers
Archana Susarla

Working in a community with different populations of people can be very rewarding and can build many
different skills. | have been working since 1992 in different organizations in different capacities.

Lourdes Hospital

From 1992-2008, | worked in Lourdes Hospital in different departments, Admitting, Dietary, Pathology,
Oncology, and Total Quality Management. In Admitting, | signed patients in the hospital and guided them
to the appropriate departments in addition to learning the skill of pushing a wheelchair. In the dietary
department, | was responsible for providing breakfast and lunch to inpatients and learning about diabetic
diets and those patients with food allergies. In the Pathology department, | assisted the pathologists with
chart filing of various diseases. In the Oncology department, | assisted the oncologists with chart filing for
patients diagnosed with either one or multiple types of cancer, learning the many different types of cancers
a patient can have. In the Total Quality Management Department, | filed patient surveys as to their opinion
of the hospital, staff, and environment.

BOCES Pre-GED program

For the Spring semester of 2000, | tutored in a Pre-GED (Generalized Education Diploma). | tutored an
individual in basic reading and math. | began teaching her the alphabet and basic numbers. Eventually,
she could recognize both upper and lower-case letters and write the numbers from one to ten.

Wyoming Conference

During the Spring of 2002, | completed an internship at the Children’s Home of the Wyoming Conference
with elementary and high school students who were physically, sexually, and emotionally abused as well as
those children who abused drugs. Some of these children had run away from home. | had these students
complete questionnaires and assessments on fire setting, evaluating their anger management skills. | also
engaged them in physical activities such as soccer, basketball, and volleyball. | was also required to write
a report on what | was able to observe.

Special Olympics

From July to August of 2011, | worked for the Special Olympics at a local church, engaging elementary
school children in volleyball, basketball, bocce, and soccer. These were elementary school-aged children
diagnosed with cerebral palsy, spina bifida, and other disabilities.

Literacy Volunteers of Broome and Tioga Counties

For 2014-2020, | tutored basic math and reading. For the Literacy Volunteers of Broome County (LVBTC).
| taught a young lady how to add, subtract, multiply, and divide basic numbers, fractions, and decimals.
Also, | showed her how to convert fractions to decimals and vice versa, by using money and other visual
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cues. | also did group tutoring in the Broome County Public Library for basic math and reading. While
tutoring, we did children’s fairs in the library where we provided free bookmarks, books, and stickers for the
children. The Literacy Volunteers also raised money for the dinners we had. We also had an annual
Family Fun and Awareness Day, encouraging families to read together and providing them with free books.
As a tutor, | also received training in Adult Behavior Education (ABE) courses as to how to assist students
in auditory, visual, and kinesthetic learning.

Susquehanna Nursing and Rehabilitation

From December 2014 to April 2015, | worked at the Susquehanna Nursing and Rehabilitation with patients
diagnosed with Advanced Alzheimer’s Disease. | engaged these patients in recreational therapy such as
reading to them or watching television with them. | also spent some individual time with a patient learning
how to feed her.

Alzheimer's Association

Beginning in 2014, | have been doing the annual Walk of Three Miles to end Alzheimer’s Disease at either
Otsiningo Park or Binghamton University. | have raised money that provides medicines, and medical care,
and supports our local day programs, nursing homes, and hospitals for patients being treated at any stage
of AD. In 2022, our mother was also able to complete the walk with me.

Yesteryears Day Program

From 2014- 2018, | worked at the Yesteryears Day program both in Binghamton and Endwell. The clients
in Binghamton were more social, and the clients in Endwell were more passive. | engaged them in
activities such as bingo, marbles, and dominoes. This helps maintain their memories of shapes, colors,
numbers, and sizes. We also took them on picnics.

North Shore Towers

From 2018-2020, | worked in the North Shore Towers assisting patients with dietary plans and engaging

them in social interaction. We had clients maintain their fine and gross motor skills by having them chop

vegetables to help them cook. We also engaged them in games such as marbles, dominoes, and bingo.

This also maintained their long and short-term memories and their fine and gross motor skills, as well as

their conversational and turn-taking skills. Engaging patients in social skills also maintains their skills to
multi-task.

Working in different places provides complex social interactions, communication
with professionals at different levels and exposure to people of various abilities,
different cultures, and age groups as well as social economic status.

Archana Susarla lives in Vestal, New York. She is a graduate of
SUNY Oneonta with a BS in Psychology.
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The Enigmatic Lady

Sajal Kumar Maiti

Itis mid-summer night. Along serpentine queue moves slowly through the aerobridge for boarding
at Thai Airways' Flight No. 899 scheduled to fly at 12 midnight from Netaji Subhas Bose Airport, Dum Dum, Kolkata to
Changi Airport, Singapore. In the queue last but one casually stands a beautiful young lady. The lady wears stretch
jeans, a bright purple top, and a travel hat. She handles loosely with her right hand a light travel trolley and a cute lady's
bag hangs from her left shoulder. Through the aerobridge, she moves to her window seat in the middle of the aircraft.

At the entry point, beautiful air hostesses offer violet orchids wrapped in silver foil at the bottom of the orchid to each
passenger. The lady keeps her trolley suitcase in the luggage cabin at the top and takes her seat; lifts the window
shutter; as she lifts the shutter, a glimpse of sunrays suddenly flush on her oval-shaped innocent face. Rays start
playing with her bright lotus eyes. Greedy rays are sucking her cheeks, chin, and rose-like tender lips as if sucking
honey out of these flower petals.

The plane takes off. With slight jerks, it starts to fly high to higher in the blue sky. The lady looks through the window.
The blue sky comes closer as if it can be touched with hands. Her un-knot long wild hair creates a cloudy environment.
She now tries to manage some of her unmanageable naughty hairs with her left hand's golden Champa flower-like
fingers. As the plane flies higher in the sky, clouds like combed cotton become visible and closer. It creates a situation
as if a mythical chariot moves this dreamy path to reach heaven. The lady makes her journey in an imaginary path.
She now takes a selfie as her usual habit.

The journey is completed in two hours to reach Bangkok’s Sukarna airport where she must change her flight to Changi
airport. While walking on the moving path of the flyover to board the scheduled flight for Changi, on the way the official
of the Airways helped her to reach the flight. When she boarded the flight, she was a bit astonished to see that the
flight was full and almost ready to fly. It was waiting only for the lady as the last passenger. Now the flight takes off
without any jerks. Here the lady had an aisle seat. She takes her seat, pulls out an English novel book from the side
bag, and is deeply engrossed in reading. The novel was Arundhati Ray's " The God of Small Things."

After two hours the flight landed at Changi Airport. Along with others, the lady follows the immigration counter for
clearance. She puts her passport and tourist visa on the counter for necessary clearance. The lady at the counter, after
having checked all the papers politely asks, " Are you alone?" A philosophical reply comes, " You come alone, you go
alone, everyone is alone in this world." The lady at the counter smiles and puts the necessary stamp on the documents
and hands them over to the lady.

Outside the airport, there was waiting a prescheduled private car, and its chauffeur was holding a placard with his
hands meant for the lady. A lady with her luggage straightway boards into the car. The car moves on the smooth,
broad, beautiful road. Both sides of the road are full of natural picturesque. The entire journey was a symbol of silence,
no horn, no crowd, no commotion. The car reaches Genting Island; a complete Resort City where you cannot
differentiate between day and night; every modern amenity can be availed of.

The lady with her travel trolley waves to the reception where a series of young boys and girls are meeting the demands
of the customers. The lady approaches such a counter. The girl at that counter after having checked the papers issues
a card to her for a hotel room. A hotel boy is associated with the lady's trolley towards the room situated on the 28th
floor of the Twin Tower hotel.
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As they reach the hotel's ground floor where eight lifts are running ups and downs relentlessly. They boarded one of
them and within moments reached the 28th floor. While moving to the allotted room through the corridor, a sweet
musical symphony welcomes through the walking journey. Both sides of the corridor are arranged with a series of
rooms. They reached the lady's room. The boy places the card before the lock of the room and the room opens. The
boy takes leave of her and departs. The lady enters the room, as she puts the card in the box, the lights automatically
turn on. It's a suite with a large bedroom; a queen bed, a fridge, a locker; and a coffee maker with several coffee and
sugar pouches. It has a drawing room with couches, a tea table, etc. It has got a portico too. The suite has a large
bathroom with a bathtub and concealed toilet facilities. It is provided with modern toiletries.

The lady, after making herself fresh took a cup of hot coffee and went to portico. After completing her black coffee, she
places the cup on the tea table and starts to stare at the clear blue sky. For some time, she was absent-minded as if
she was speechless at the natural beauty of the sky. Now it is bright noon. The lady comes out of her suite, and goes
to the backyard where the pool with its cool crystal-clear blue water pulls the lady to enjoy its beauty. The lady enters
the cloakroom, keeps her garments there, takes a large pink bath towel, covers her body, and then comes to the brink
of the pool. She throws the towel on the sunbed and jumps into the pool with her two-piece.

As she jumps into the water, it creates rings of water waves in the water of the entire pool. She was alone in the pool,
swimming like a big fish making wild waves into the blue tranquil water of the pool. Sometimes she sinks herself,
sometimes she keeps herself floating. She is having fun with the water of the pool. Or someone may think water
droplets are playing with the lady, her body, her naked legs, hands, body parts, hair, nose ears, and eyes. The Droplets
are also having fun with the lady; they are playing with her. Each body part, even intimates are not spared. It has
become a wild play across the entire pool. Witnesses of this play are the open sky, the cool breeze, the noon sun, and
the trees around. How long did this play continue no one knows...

The lady, all of a sudden, opened her eyes from her deep dream sleep as the morning's bright sunlight put a sudden
glimpse of rays on her beautiful innocent face; the rhythmic sound of drum beating from a nearby Puja Pandel created
a musical tone into her ears; waving scenes of white Kash flowers put a soothing effect on her eyes and She now
realizes that so long she was in her bed of her own flat in the French city of Chandernagore.

Prof. (Dr.) Sajal Kumar Maiti is the Professor of
Commerce in West Bengal Senior Educational Service
(WBSES) in almost two-century-old Hooghly Mohsin
College, Chinsurah, Hooghly, West Bengal. He has served
more than thirty- six years in different other colleges
including Darjeeling Govt College, Goenka College of
Commerce & B A, Kolkata.

He has several publications in different reputed national
and international journals. He is also the author of several
short stories, articles and poems published in different
online and offline journals and books. He lives in Salt Lake,
Kolkata, with his wife and daughter. He is also engaged in
different social activities.
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Teamwork
Sushma Vijayakrishna

“And the first place goes to...

Though the result was an expected one, everyone still held their breath to hear it. That's the adrenaline rush caused
by a sports meet. Without any premonition, Kathy Blake stood up from her seat and started to walk towards the
podium.

The chief guest adjusted his microphone and started to read out the enclosed result, “It seems that this was a very
close finish to last year's record, and now even better, this year we have a new champion, and the first place goes to
.... Ms. Lisa Gonzales!”

With a lot of hush, hush around the podium, people turned around, trying to spot Lisa in the crowd.

Kathy felt a rush of heat all over her head and shoulders, as she heard the announcement, and the podium suddenly
went blurry in front of her eyes. “How on earth can this happen? | was the first to finish. Lisa wasn’t even in sight at
the final mile count. There must have been a mistake”.

She recovered from her temporary blankness and started pacing even faster to the back of the podium, to Mrs.
Philips, the team coach.

As soon as she spotted her, she burst out in tears, “Mrs. Philips, there must be a terrible mistake in ...”

Mrs. Philips looked at her from the top of her reading glasses and nodded in disagreement.

“Kathy, the time count was kept by a digital software, and it is very accurate to the second decimal point. Lisa
finished earlier than you and she is the new track champion. Come on, be a sport! Keep up the good practice honey.
And never forget to enjoy your sport.”

Kathy was now really feeling empty in her stomach. She was so sure that she saw no one behind her during the
meet. This turned out to be a totally unexpected night for her.

Vinnie, her close friend, was frantically searching for her, and spotted her backstage. She rushed to her and almost
cried. “Kath- can you believe that Lisa actually broke your last year’s record by 3 seconds?”

Kathy gulped down the anger and frustration and said, “She finished 3 seconds early? It was then, she realized that
she did not even care to check her finishing time in today’s race. She was too confident to out beat herself from last
year. She looked up at the scoreboard and was shocked to see she actually was behind her last years’ time by about
5 seconds. Of course, she did not see Lisa or anyone else behind her, as Lisa probably had passed the last mile-
count sign.

This made her feel even worse. How could she possibly be so behind her usual time? She had been practicing really
hard this entire summer. She did not join the usual family get-togethers, friends’ pool parties, concerts and even the
movie nights.

Lisa moved into town that Spring and signed up for track much later in the school year. Her mother Rebecca
Gonzales was a new single parent and moved into town with her high schooler daughter, Lisa and her middle
schooler boy, Joseph for a job in a local restaurant run by her distant relative. They rented out a small home, a few
miles away from the restaurant. The kids used the bus to get to school and Becca drove an old hatchback to work.
Lisa definitely stood out in the school due to her limited means and was not readily welcomed into any of the clubs or
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group activities. She was an above average student academically, however when the other students witnessed her
track performance, some of them walked up to be friends with her.

Kathy, on the other hand, was the daughter of a businessman William Blake, and lived in a huge bungalow. She had
everything she needed and never felt the need to ask for anything in her life. Her father even had ties with the local
political leaders and could influence people to a certain extent. She was the ‘richie rich’ of the town. However, she
was an outstanding student both academically and at athletics. This naturally made her a very popular girl in school,
and she thoroughly enjoyed this celebrity status like any other teenager.

She did not take a great liking to Lisa the first time she saw her; hence also paid no serious attention to her athletic
skills. And now more than ever, she was not able to digest the final result of the track meet. Her train of thoughts
were impossible to concur.

She assumed that someone like Lisa would never be able to win a race. She had a typically conditioned mind and
believed that athletics were for those who could only afford them. According to her, Lisa did not even have the proper
sports gear to run a race. How could she possibly win it then?

As she pondered over all these thoughts and reached home, her father was waiting to meet her. He had been on a
business trip and couldn’'t make it to the track meet. She rushed to him with tears in her eyes. She told him
everything that had happened and sank into the couch next to him. Her father had always been a great friend to her,
and she confided in him. He made sure he always had time for her, despite his busy schedule.

Bill let Kathy cry for a little while, and then slowly started speaking to her.

“Kathy, my child, this is a moment of truth every person should seek and learn from. This may be your first one, but it
happened at the best time of your life. You are growing to be a woman soon, and it is now that you should
understand the reality of life. All that you have and are enjoying is provided by me. This should not let you think that
you are entitled to treat others any differently. You have made many assumptions in Lisa’s case and kept yourself
away from the truth. As far as | understand, she worked extremely hard to participate in the race, and probably more
than you without the necessary resources. It's high time that | would like to share a little story from my childhood.

Your granddad was not born a rich man and actually started out as a minimum-wage skilled worker at a local
workshop. He struggled to make a decent living for our family of four. He was very good with heavy machinery and
soon earned the respect of his colleagues, especially Tom, who later became his best friend. They spent a lot of time
together, even though Tom came from an upper-middle-class family. He never treated Granddad differently. Tom
worked out all the vendor contracts, and was the networking face of the business with all clients.

Unfortunately, the owner of the workplace was dying of a certain type of viral sickness. He noticed the teamwork of
these two hard-working young men and decided to offer a partnership in his business. Having no family of his own,
he wanted them to be his successors. This proved a great opportunity for both Granddad and Tom, and they worked
even harder to take the business to the next level.

Over time, this teamwork along with some timely decisions in the right direction gave the business a desired
elevation. The most important thing was that life was kind to them.

When handing over the business to me, Granddad said, “Bill, along with the opportunity and kindness from my boss,
| had Tom with me. To share a success, to withstand a failure, it is important to have a good friend who shares the
same dream and is willing to travel together with you, despite the differences you share with them. | was very lucky.
Also, always remember to be kind and sensitive to people who are loyal to you. Express your gratitude in words and
action every now and then. Check on your employees and make sure they are happy.”
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Bill finished talking and smiled at Kathy with a ‘do you know what to do next? ‘Look. Kathy kissed her father
goodnight and went into her room, feeling much better than earlier in the day.

The next day, Kathy went to meet Lisa with a bouquet of flowers and a ‘congratulations’ cake. She asked her if they
could practice together for future meets. Lisa was happy to see Kathy not upset about the win. They soon became
good friends and worked together on their practices. The next year's annual track meet witnessed two good friends
share a success story with pride and contentment.

Sushma Vijayakrishna

| am a teacher by profession and an ardent
lover of nature by heart.

| strongly believe that our very being is always
influenced and

improved by observing two important facts of
life: Mother Nature and People!
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The Abyss
Gandharbika Bhattacharya

A siren blared like the wail of a mythical monster. Sonia felt her throat go dry.
“C’'mon, let’s hide!”
“Hide? From him?” A smile curled the corners of Rita’s lips. She jerked her head towards the occupant of the bed.

In the peculiar shade of light and dark — the indigo of the sky slashed by the orange of streetlamps — a jarring contrast
that gave even ordinary things the illusion of being grotesque, the man still looked to be no match for the sisters. Frail
and thin. Elderly.

An easy target. Still...

“He might wake up and call for help,” Sonia spoke through gritted teeth. “We don’t want that, do we?”
Rita considered this. A moment later she gave a nod.

It was prudent to hide — two monsters lurking in the dark until the siren was out of earshot.

The sisters crouched behind a hamper full of clothes, leotards brushing against each other like angry serpents. Sonia
began to count the seconds. One...two...three...The siren moaned past the house, flashes of red and blue at the
window. Four...five...six...it grew distant, like an unimportant memory. Seven...eight...nine...it was barely audible.

The man turned in his bed. Sonia’s body tensed, but he didn’t open his eyes. He was saying something in his sleep.
A somniloquist. That was interesting. Putting out a tendril of a finger Sonia touched Rita’s sleeve.

“We are dreaming, aren’t we?”

“Probably.”

There was a very good chance that they were dreaming, that none of it was in any sense real. But beyond that, nothing
could be said for sure. The line between dream and wakefulness had blurred some time ago.

Yet it wasn’'t where the sisters had begun. If Sonia tried hard, she could remember a time when they used to live a life
of abundance. Abundance of dreams in case it wasn't clear from the previous sentence. But their luck turned soon
after they crossed seventeen. A few inconvenient deaths, the question of money, of ‘growing up and facing the
world'...bit by bit ‘outside” had pushed in and chipped away at their Dreamland until, one day, they were left with nothing
but scraps - tiny bits which, when sewn together, could form only half a quilt between them. Not enough...not enough
at all to cover the Abyss sleeping under it.

“Looks like we're out of dreams,” Sonia said miserably, as she blew out the last candle of hope.
Rita took a long drag on her cigarette, a single point of red in the velvet darkness.
“Looks like it, sister dear.”

It was a worrying thought. Any time now the Abyss would start to move.
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Rita stared at a spot in the ceiling with half-closed eyes. A cat mewed from somewhere.
“It needn’t come to that,” she said after a while.

Sonia sat up straighter. “What do you mean?”

Rita chuckled softly.

“I mean if our garden refuses to bear fruit, we'll have to look further afield.”

“Meaning?”

“...steal from those luckier than us.”

“You're bonkers!”

Sonia tried to get up, but Rita grabbed her arm.

“Listen to me!” her voice was urgent now, “Do you want the Abyss to wake up? We've got nothing to feed it anymore.
Stealing is our only recourse.”

“But...” Sonia shook her head. It was not right. If people started stealing things at will...
“You got a better idea?”

Sonia’s shoulders sagged at that. The writing on the wall was clear. Unless the sisters wanted the Abyss to awaken,
and both were painfully aware of what happened the last time that happened, they had to find dreams to feed it. Lots
of happy dreams. Something they were in short supply of.

“Itis still wrong.”

“Only if we get caught,” Rita waved her cigarette. “We’ll steal from the rich — those who still believe in ruby slippers,
and Hogwarts, and Middle Earth, and the triumph of good over evil. They have so many dreams they won’t even notice
if they lose one or two along the way.”

“What if we get caught?”

Rita stubbed out her cigarette, wiping the ash off her pyjamas.

“We’ll need to be careful. For instance, we can't cross paths with the Sandman.”
Sonia gasped. “The Sandman! How can we avoid him?”

Rita’s body began to shake. Sonia was alarmed. For a moment she feared her sister was having a seizure. Then she
realized that Rita was laughing. Hard. Pools of inky black laughter streamed out of her lips and shook the Earth and
covered the stars above.

“‘Don't tell me you still believe in the Sandman?” Rita wiped the corners of her eyes. “He is usually the first to go. Right
around Santa Clause.”

Sonia shuddered. Pieces of dreams floated down around a large, tinsel-covered tree. The first dent in Dreamland.
The damned Rita knew exactly which buttons to push.

“When do we start?”
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“Tonight.”

And so, the sisters embarked on their life of crime. It took them some time to evolve their seamless chemistry. On the
very first night, an argument broke out regarding their choice of victim.

At the end of Dreamland where the clouds meet the sky, is a precious thing called happiness.

It was the last scrap of hope left behind in the threadbare patchwork quilt that was covering the Abyss. Both sisters
vied for it, clung to it, and devised elaborate plots to claim ownership of it. As a compromise Rita and Sonia agreed to
take turns to select their preys...

That first night Rita was partial to a snoring fourteen-year-old, while Sonia was more circumspect.
“He might wake up...choose someone younger.”

“Younger than fourteen? Do you want to rob an infant?” Rita laughed incredulously. But the laughter died in her throat.
“Oh my God, you're serious!”

“Baby steps,” Sonia replied firmly. “Easy does the trick.”

When they returned to their beds that night, Sonia was suitably chastised. The baby’'s dreams were bland, to put it
mildly. Things like ‘food’, and ‘wet’, and ‘Mama’ were all that occupied its head. There were attractive shapes too, in
many colours. Sonia supposed they were toys.

“Happy now?” Rita hissed in her ear. “Coward!”
“Alright! Tomorrow we’'ll rob your fourteen-year-old!”

He turned out to be a prolific dreamer. His head was full of amazing technicolour dreams, all glory, and adventures.
He had decided he was going to become someone in life, meaning someone important. There was a love story he had
spun out of thin air — the kind of love that blindsided with its intensity, the sort that swept you off your feet and you flew
along, not caring where you'd find yourself once the ride ended. To the sisters it was like a feast for the eyes. Sonia
felt adrenaline course through her veins as she marvelled at the ideas revolving around the boy’s young head. Dreams
— beautiful, glorious dreams to see her through the freezing night...

Those who own their dreams, those who still hold the map to their Dreamland, can keep the fire going even in the
middle of a blizzard. But stolen fire burns out quickly. A single dream didn’t have a hope of sustaining the siblings
through the long winter. They needed more. More and more. Their hunger grew. Again, and again their victims woke
up in the morning after a dreamless sleep, haunted by the feeling that something important had slipped out of their
minds.

As the nights progressed, as the sisters became masters at their game, they realised their taste in dreams was
somewhat different. Sonia harboured a partiality for adolescents, for emotions that were still raw and colourful and
brilliant like the feathers of a macaw. Rita, meanwhile, was fascinated by adults who still believed in miracles, and
leprechauns, and pots of gold at the end of rainbows.

“Ouch!”
A poke from Rita brought Sonia back to the present.
“The Dream Catchers are gone,” Rita whispered to her. “Time to go for the kill.”

She was right. The road outside was deathly quiet. The sound of soft snores filtered out of every house.
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The sisters emerged from behind the hamper and stood on either side of the bed. Together they raised their
right hands. Then, in a fluid motion, they gently put their thumbs on each of the man’s eyelids.

The pain was immediate and blinding.

Sonia gasped. She felt ice coursing through her veins. She tried to pull her hand away, but it was stuck, as
though drawn by an unseen force. When she looked at Rita’s face, she saw her own horror mirrored in it.

The man wasn’t walking towards the place where the clouds meet the sky. He was groping through his own
personal purgatory. He was caught in a loop — only one event played in his head over and over like a broken
record until he was ready to go mad.

It wasn't a dream...it was a nightmare!
The white room of a hospital.

The man’s wife was on her deathbed.
He felt cold and oddly apathetic.

He looked at her face. The first time he had seen that face she was standing at her doorstep...no, even before
that. He had seen her picture inside his friend’s wallet.

“Tell her I love her,” his friend gave a last shudder.
Gunshots sounded in the distance.

The man kept his promise. He delivered his friend’s message to his wife. Then, overcome by desire for her
he said much more, so that they were married by the end of the year.

It wasn't a happy marriage.

A machine was beeping. With the count of her heartbeats, he was counting down the seconds until the
inevitable. His wife was not a good woman. She deserved this pain for seducing him, making him betray his
friend. She couldn’t even bear him the child he desperately wanted. He had to spend night after night in the
company of strange women. The mornings filled him with self-loathing.

The more he hated his wife the more he hated himself. He lashed out at her, on the rare occasions when he
wasn't wallowing in self-pity. He thought at times that the war had messed him up. Or had he been messed
up to begin with?

“Make it stop!”
Sonia glared across the bed at Rita. The latter looked stricken.

“My contact at the Dream Supply said he had tremendous usage each month. He uses it even when he isn't
sleeping. He is consumed by his dreams.”

“Sod your contact!” Sonia replied savagely.
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The hospital room was back into focus. The woman stirred in her bed. She opened her mouth, but no words
came out of it. The light in her eyes was gone.

He looked at her cold, white face with a touch of contempt.

Then, like a bolt of lightning he was struck by the realisation of her death, the finality of it. He staggered. An
outpouring of grief inundated him. A deluge of guilt and remorse washed away all his resentment, all the
grudges he had nursed against his wife for years.

“Come back!” he keened like a wounded animal, “Come back and give me a chance to make it right!”
Agony — that was the name of his Abyss. He was consumed by it, and dwelt inside of it.

Sonia looked at Rita. She could see her thoughts reflected in her sister's face. The man’s memories had
awakened their own Abyss.

At the end of Dreamland where the clouds met the sky, was a precious thing called happiness.

The words floated around like fluff, hollow like a cicada’s shell. The patchwork quilt was torn to shreds,
exposing the Abyss called ‘Despair’ sleeping under it. A harmless little pet as long as it was bribed with happy
dreams. But its true nature was something else. It was not untouched by grief, nor did it have the spirit to
believe in miracles. It had witnessed death, known grief, was racked with guilt. It had the power to taint the
sun and the moon, and everything under them.

“Damn!” Rita swore under her breath.

Gandharbika Bhattacharya is based out of
Kolkata. Writing is her passion. Her short
stories have been published in various online
magazines. Studying Japanese and reading
fiction are two of her favourite activities.

132 |Page g d89o



The History of the lost Bengali immigration in America

Vaswati Biswas

In the mosaic of America’s immigration history, South Asian immigrants started immigrating to America from the late
18t century onwards.

The earliest recorded Indian immigrant to the United States was from Madras, who traveled to Salem, Massachusetts
in 1790. In the diary of William Bentley, a pastor of the East Church in Salem, Massachusetts, he wrote,” he had the
pleasure of seeing for the first time a native of the Indies from Madras. He came with Captain J. Gibault and has been
in Europe.” Several Indians were brought by the seafaring Captains who worked for East India Company in India to
America to serve their households as servants.

There is also a mention of a Bengali Lascar, Sick Keesar anglicized for Sheik Kesar. He filed a petition on November
3rd, 1785, at Pennsylvania’s Supreme Executive Council in Philadelphia against John O Donell of the “Palas Indiaman
(the ship where he worked as a lascar).” Keesar's petition proves evidence of the presence of East Indian lascars,
slaves, and servants in colonial and postrevolutionary America. Kesar and his fellow lascars arrived in Baltimore aboard
the Palas on August 12,1785. The Lascars were skilled sailors who worked for low wages. There were also
advertisements for runaway East Indian servants in local newspapers, which signified South Asian presence in Colonial
America.

However, the first significant presence of East Indians from the Indian subcontinent in the United States can be traced
more than a century ago from the northern province of Punjab, India. They appeared on the western coast working in
Washington’s lumber mill, railroads, and California’s agricultural lands. But around that same time, on the East Coast
of America, Bengali-speaking immigrants from the states of West Bengal and Bangladesh, then undivided Bengal,
arrived in the port cities of New York and Baltimore around 1885.

These immigrants were Muslim traders from a village in = ===
Hooghly, West Bengal in India. They arrived with silk grieatal home m:ni;'rﬁ;;s
embroidered merchandise, which was called Chikons, and |and decorati
they were known as Chikondars. They began to come with *
trunks laden with embroidered silk shawls, tablecloths,

pillow covers, small rugs, and many other goods.

Between the 1880s and 1920s, these Chikondars made regular trips from Calcutta, a port city in West Bengal to the
port of New York. They spent each summer selling their merchandise along the boardwalks of Atlantic City to
vacationers and rich elite Americans who fancied and decorated homes with Oriental pieces. At the end of the season,
few network members returned to India, while others made their way to the South, mainly to New Orleans, which
became the network's main hub. The network also connected to other southern cities of Charleston, Memphis, Dallas,
and Jacksonville- predominately ports or large cities.
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Over the years, hundreds of Chikondars from
Hooghly and Calcutta moved through these
circuits, a small number settled in Detroit but
notably in the South. Oriental countries

: . captivated the imagination of the Mardi
v 4 | Grasorganizers in New Orleans, and the  cecrcous rodsor fom ooy uhosotecin
. y . he US at the turn of the 20th century — Rohim Bux,
At At e a1 Bengali silk traders’ goods were used heavily o b s ek s s e . A e
French Tick. TN), U.S. National decorate many floats each year. These groups  res couesy us aera svcnes s descencns

Archives of Moksad and Ella Ali

of Bengali immigrants married local Creoles of
color, women with deep roots in the city, or African American women from the post-antebellum rural south. At that time,
they were not allowed to marry whites. Most of these Bengali traders in New Orleans, settled in the neighborhood of
Treme and by the 1920s set up clothing shops along the neighborhood’s main commercial thoroughfare of North
Claiborne Avenue.

One known Bengali Chikondar, Mokshad Ali moved to New Orleans and married an
African American woman, Ella Blackman, in May 1895. Together they navigated race
Meksad Ali, an Indian-American pioneer in in an era Of

New Orleans ca. 1900. His descendants
include Chilli Thomas as well as Bardu Ali,

the "Forrest Gump" of jazz. anti'ASian
exclusion.

The 1900, federal Census found 12 men from Hindoostan in New
Orleans; by 1910, the population had increased by fivefold. Fatima Sheik,
a writer and a current third generation from Oriental Chikondar in New
Orleans made a documentary, named “The Bengali” with Kavery Kaul, a
filmmaker. They both traveled to Khori village in Hooghly, India in search
of Fatima’s roots and documented it in the movie “The Bengali”. Her
grandfather, Shaik Mohammed Musa was a trader in New Orleans in
1896 and married Tinnie Ford, an African American woman and died in
1919. The “Bengali” documentary tells the untold story of ties between
South Asians and Africans in the late 19th century. The men were
Muslims, and the women were Christians- together they built families and
assimilated into the communities of color. African American neighborhoods and communities provided these
immigrants with shelter and the possibility to build lives. These immigrants’ children were absorbed into the Black
community within a generation. This is how the first Chikondars made their first networks in the colored communities
of America.
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There was another overlapping wave of Bengali immigrants traveling on the East Coast in the 1910s, and it grew into
a steady stream during the First World War. The Bengali Chicondars paved the road for a wave of Bengali immigration
of seamen. The Lascars or seamen jumped ship to escape unbearable conditions in the boat. These Bengali ship
workers came from Sylhet, Noakhali, Chittagong, east Bengal, and now Bangladesh. The ship jumpers came to New
York City and other eastern ports in the early 20th century and made Harlem their home. Most of the lascars population
was of Bengali origin.

They married Puerto Ricans and African Americans as an alternate way of integrating into the new country. Partially
due to this assimilation, their legacy in some of America’s most diverse cities has been all but erased. Blending in the
necessity of survival for these men as undocumented immigrants was essential. Many of these ship jumpers started
working in factories and formed clandestine networks to help one another jump ships and make their way into the heart
of New York City or travel inland to factory towns far from the port.

Ibrahim Chowdry, the first documented ship jumper
of Bengal arrived in the 1920s. He came when
immigration laws closed the US doors to Asians
through the Asian Immigration Act of 1917 and 1924.
Ibrahim Chowdry became a leader among the
community of escaped Muslim Seamen, sheltered
them, and helped them with immigration issues. In
1947, when East Bengal became part of independent
Pakistan, Chowdhury helped found the Pakistan
League of America, a social and political
organization. In the 1950s he built ties with the
African American Muslim groups in Harlem.

John Ali, a ship worker from the village of Sylhet, East Bengal jumped ship in Baltimore in the 1920s. He learned
English listening to Radio, married a local African American woman, Mamie Chase, and had three children. He worked
in factories in several places and finally settled in Detroit. Habib Ullah from Noakhali and Eshad Ali from Sylhet were 2
of the first seamen to establish Indian restaurants in New York City.

Habib who jumped ship in the 1920s and spent years as a dishwasher and cook, opened
the Bengali Garden Restaurant in Manhattan Theatre District in 1946. He ran it with his
Puerto Rican wife, Victoria. Eshad Ali opened the Bombay Indian Restaurant in Harlem
and ran it with the help of his African American wife, Ruth. It is interesting to note how
Bengali Chikondars and Lascars formed families then. Also, all Indians, be they Sikh,
Habib Ullah, Sr., one of the earliest Muslim, or Hindu were called Hindoos.

Bengali ex-seamen to settle in East
Harlem. Courtesy of Habib Ullah,
I
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Bengali Harlem and
the Lost Histories
of South Asian America

BENGAELL
HARLEM Until very recently, nothing was known of Bengali

e immigration to America. Vivek Bald, an assistant professor

Scouth Asian America

at MIT, has given a detailed account in his book, “Bengali
Harlem and the Lost Histories of South Asian America
‘based on meticulous research of steamship logs,
immigration documents, census reports, newspaper articles,
church records, and marriage registries.

by Vivek Bald

These migrants largely stayed hidden from historical records and their stories were only passed down through family
tradition and storytelling. It is not clearly known, when Bengali Laskars or ship jumpers stopped entry into the US but
during the Great Depression in the 1930s, the Bengali seamen decided to stay away from the American ports and
sought opportunities elsewhere in other countries. Similarly, the Bengali Chikon trade declined around 1925 and faded
away by 1935. The Great Depression drastically reduced the demand for fancy goods from the Orient. In any case, the
Bengali traders who had settled in the US gradually assimilated into American society. In India, they were treated as
British subjects, upon arrival in the free country of the US with suspicion, surveillance, and isolation. The early Bengali
immigrants who lived in America were uneducated and struggled to survive in an environment of racism and adversity.
But they were resilient, maintained a low profile instead of confrontation, and became part of American history's
complex tapestry. After 1965, the newer wave of South Asian immigrants was primarily educated doctors, engineers,
and Ivy League graduates who seldom shared working-class struggles or promoted intercultural unity. These early
Bengali immigration chains offer insights into the dying British Empire and the newly surging United States-throwing
light into a relatively small, largely forgotten wave of Bengali immigration stories to the US.

Acknowledgment: Vivek Bald’s “Bengali Harlem and the lost Histories of South Asian America” book, Internet and
YouTube documentaries.

Photo courtesy: Internet & Vivek Bald’s “Bengali Harlem and the Lost Histories of South Asian America”

This article was initially written by the writer for an exhibition, “Journey of Hope” at the Museum of History, Charlotte,
highlighting the early South Asian immigration, especially the Bengali community’s journey from early days to today.
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England and A New Beginning
Asish Mukherjee

Arrival

It was a crispy September evening when the aircraft started its descent into London. In the fading autumn light, Anil
could make out the green English fields cloaked with a mantle of fluffy clouds. Westminster Abbey and House of
Commons laced with glistening waters of the Thames started to come up towards him like a page from his history
book. Soon the wheels hit the runway of another land in the chronicle of his life.

A flurry of activities ensued amongst the passengers as soon as the seatbelt sign was turned off. Anil leaned back in
his window seat and closed his eyes for a moment. It seemed like he was crossing the edge of reality. He had been
on a few trips abroad, but this was the first time he had decided to forsake the reality of his comfortable, limited life
and enter the wider world to pursue a career. A blending of thrill and anxiety flooded his mind.

The British are paranoid about tuberculosis, thought Anil, as he made his way. Having ruled the Indian subcontinent
for two centuries, the British knew that Tuberculosis was rampant there and almost uncontrollable. This is why Anil
was required to carry a recent chest x-ray, which he bore like a flag as he gingerly fell in line with the passengers
waiting for immigration clearance at Heathrow International Airport. When his turn came, his fears vanished as a
pleasant-faced older gentleman reviewed his papers and declared in a Cockney accent, “Sir, you are lite.” Anil was
quick to realize that the man was referring to his arrival being a month later than his start date on the appointment
letter.

Anil said, “They know it. | am late because | lost my father.”
“Sorry to hear that, welcome to England, you can proceed. Your stay is granted for one year at this time.”
“And if | wish to visit my home during that period?”

“Ha, ha, you have thought about it all, haven't you? Here you go.” With that, he banged a stamp on his passport that
said visa was exempted for one year.

Anil thought he had conquered the world and went in search of his luggage. He soon located his ancient leather
suitcase, worn out by many travels, and recently given a facelift by a cobbler in a Calcutta Street. It was heavy with
textbooks, and one of the aluminum wheels the cobbler had hammered in with nails, had caved. Undaunted, he
dragged his limping bag and looked for the signs of the “tube’ which is the popular name of the subway. As he
emerged from the enclosed arrival hall, London burst upon him in all its brilliance across the tall glass walls. Shiny
red double-deckers and antique black taxis beckoned to him like luminous spirits from a picture book. He felt he had
gatecrashed into a Shangri La.

Coming out from his reverie, he resumed his search for the “tube.” Somehow, he managed to pull his clumsy burden
onboard a crowded train moments before the doors swung shut. He got down at Liverpool Street as he was told to,
by a friendly lady at Heathrow. This turned out to be a fair-sized railway terminus, and it took him a while to locate the
train to Ipswich on the huge lighted display. To his horror, he noticed that it was leaving in three minutes. Anil ran,
stumbled, crawled, and somehow got himself with his heavy baggage onto the train. A middle-aged man in a peaked
hat said from a corner, “Good evening, Sir, that was quite some work. Do have a seat here”.
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It was close to 1.30 a.m. when the train pulled into Ipswich. Anil sprang up and made for the door, thanking the fellow
passenger who alerted him. He found himself in a rather lonely station. It was foggier and chillier than London, and
there was no one in sight. He realized that he would need to take an overbridge to cross the tracks. Never dreaming
that overbridges could have elevators, Anil dragged his heavy baggage with a Herculean effort, up the numerous
steps. Unfortunately, one more wheel abandoned operation in the process.

He looked around and only saw a young couple in a deep embrace in a dark corner. Left with no choice, he went up
to them and said apologetically, “Excuse me, can you tell me where to find a taxi"? The woman pointed to a sign in
the distance displaying the unfamiliar term “Taxi Rank.”

The lady smiled at his surprised look and said, “You can take the next one, we’ll wait.”
Soon a taxi arrived, and a plump, pompous-looking fellow bellowed out “Where to™?
“To the hospital.”

“Which one, Sir"?

Anil consulted his papers and said,

“The Ipswich Hospital, on Heath Road, department of obstetrics”.

That is where he had been instructed to report.

The taxi took off along the smooth roads of a sleeping city and eventually stopped at the entrance to a big building.
The driver opened the door and announced with a flourish, “The Ipswich Hospital, Maternity”.

Anil nervously rang a bell and told the driver to wait a bit. Miraculously, a man opened the door and soon brought a
large platform cart to take the baggage. As Anil followed him down the branching corridors, music and loud voices
reached his ears. The man laughed and said, “The residents are having a party.” Anil was in no mood for carousing
and was glad to enter the small clean room that had been assigned to him. He made a call through the operator to
his home to tell them he had arrived and pulled the blanket over his tired body.

A&E

A new day dawned on Anil, in a new country. He hurriedly looked at his watch and couldn’t believe his eyes. It was
10 a.m.! He had never slept so late in his regulated tropical life where the bright sun would wake him much earlier.
He set forth to explore the area and came across people preparing breakfast in a well-stocked doctors’ kitchen.
There was also a lovely common room, with snooker and table tennis (ping pong) boards. Anil now set forth in the
direction of the Emergency Department where his assignment was due to begin the next day. He soon found the
brick building that proclaimed in large white letters “Accident and Emergency.” This is the term used in England, A&E
in popular verbiage. He identified himself to a pleasant young nurse who led him to the Doctors’ Office.

He was greeted by the director Dr. Shorabjee - a reserved, older person who, Anil learned later, was from South
Africa. Sitting next to him was a younger, jovial white man Dr. Alan Stone, and a somber Asian man Dr. Eric Koser.
The last-named person said he was from Sri Lanka and held the position of registrar. He handed Anil his schedule of
duty hours and told him to report at 9 a.m. the next day.
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The A&E department was very modern and well laid out. Two doctors were on duty during the day. They had an
elegant office where they reviewed minor cases. Sicker patients were seen in well-equipped private cubicles. In
addition, there was a procedure room and a room for orthopedic casts. Anil loved his work. Every new patient he saw
opened a new world colored by a kaleidoscope of human shades — compassion, sacrifice, despair, suffering
satisfaction, and possibly hope. Sometimes at the height of work, a nurse would come in and declare with a smile,
“Doctor, Mrs. Brown has been waiting for long, can you please come and see her for a minute?” Anil came to know
that this meant a kind nurse had prepared coffee for the tired doctor and wanted to give him a break!

During free times Anil took long walks along the city streets. Red-roofed houses lined the smooth sidewalks like a
string of garnets, and most windows had a box with blooming autumnal flowers. He took deep breaths of fresh-cut
grass and garden roses. Every now and then, a bright red mailbox and an equally bright phone booth still stood
steadfast, as it had over the years. Though unfamiliar with this environment, he felt a deep intimacy with this serene
living.

It did not take long for Anil to realize that weekends were the busiest times in A&E. There would be injuries from
brawls, football games, and even domestic violence. One such Friday, he had fortified himself with a good dinner and
had set forth for his 11-hour nocturnal stint.

“Hello doctor, let us get started with cubicle four without delay, can we?” chirped Stacey, one of the energetic nurses
fresh out of school.

“What's up Stac?”
“There’s an inebriated man with a lacerated forehead.”

The cabin was filled with the stench of cheap alcohol, and a shabbily dressed, red-faced man with an untidy bandage
on his forehead, looked up at Anil and said,” | don’t want him to touch me, get me a regular doctor, or | am leaving.”

The allusion was obviously to Anil’s ethnic origin. The nurses looked ashamed, and security appeared promptly, but
Anil felt sorry rather than angry with this man who had failed to take the opportunities his country offered and had
fallen into the dregs of society.

“Well, let me know if he changes his mind,” said Anil.

As he turned away, he felt a tap on his shoulder. Sister Wood was motioning him aside. (Charge nurses are known
as Sisters in the UK and India).

“Doc, there’s an elderly man Robert, who has taken an overdose of Paracetamol (a medication similar to Tylenol), he
needs immediate attention.”

Anil went into the cabin and found a frail gentleman, probably an octogenarian with a shock of white hair and a sad
look on his face, lying with his eyes closed.

“Quick, let us get him to the procedure room and pump his stomach,” Anil called out.
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Soon he was inserting a wide-bore red rubber tube down his throat, and a nurse was alternately pouring saline
through a funnel at the other end and then lowering it to let the fluid out. This was producing a siphon action to clean
the stomach of all the poisonous contents.

Suddenly, Anil heard a child crying in the background. Sarah, one of the experienced nurses whispered in Anil’s ear,
“Doc, if this man is stable, can you look at someone else now?” Sarah had a scar across her face for which Anil did
not know the reason. It made her look sterner than she was.

Anil stepped into the next room and saw a little girl about eight years old, sitting on a stool. She looked like an
immaculate little doll. Her blonde hair covered part of her face, and her blue eyes brimming with tears.

‘Little Dora was playing with a dinner knife tonight, and accidentally cut her index finger”, said Sarah as she patted
the girl on her head.

Aside to Anil, Sarah said in a low voice, “Dora is very sad as she lost her ailing grandfather last week.”

Sarah and Anil spent some time trying to calm the child down with false assurances of no pain or no stitch. Dora did
not believe any of this and said, “When they took my friend to the hospital to get stitched, they gave her a chocolate.”

After finishing the stitching, Anil made his way back to the old man’s room. Sister Wood stopped him and handed him
a letter. “This is the suicide note we found in Bob’s pocket.”

The note was short and said,

“Dear Lord, | stand before you, a lonely man with nobody to call his own in your universe. My life has no meaning or
value. Please allow me to exit the world and please accept this failed man into your forgiving arms”.

Anil entered and found Bob fully alert and awake.

“Doctor,” Bob said in a low voice, “you gave me back my life, but not the reason to live.”
The curtains behind Anil rustled, and he saw a child’s pretty face wearing an inquiring look.
“Is this grandpa very sick doctor, like mine was?” asked Dora in a faltering tone.

“He was, but not anymore,” said Anil.

Dora came in and touched the old man’s frail arm with her tiny soft palm.

“Will you come home and play Grandpa with me from time to time?”

Bob looked at the child through his misty eyes. He took her hand gently.
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A communication took place that had no language, a transaction was sealed that had no currency, and an indenture
was bonded that had no stamp. A bridge was created between two lives that had never known each other but were
both parched for affection in their own ways. Anil witnessed the miracle silently.

Tears rolled down the old man’s creased face.

“Yes dear”, he whispered.

“This is Dr. Charles Hubert,” said a friendly voice behind Anil. “| will take over from here.”

“Hey man,” it has been a busy night for you, take a break,” said Charles to Anil.

As he started to leave, Anil looked up at the whiteboard where Sarah always wrote a message for the day.

It said, “Life does not end, it always has a new beginning.”

Asish Mukherjee, a resident of Maumee, Ohio, USA. is a
physician by profession; he loves writing, computers,
and travel.
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Romancing with mighty River Danube
Champak Sadhu

A year-long intense planning across the globe, trials and tribulations, contemplation, anticipation, and exhilaration
finally came to fruition on 30 June 2023 when eight of us flew into Munich from different parts of the world.

Partha Sarathi Sadhu from Kolkata, India; Deepashree Dutta from
Lexington, Kentucky, USA; Eva and Arun Dey from Calgary, Alberta,
Canada; Maitrayee Ganguly from Vestal, New York, USA, Dolon and
Arup Datta from Calgary, Canada; Champak Sadhu from Sugar Land,
Texas, USA.

It is often said that rivers have the power to simultaneously divide
and connect people. There is perhaps no other waterway in Europe |
that embodies this paradox more completely than the mighty
Danube, the longest river in the European Union. During the 7t
century, the Danube became the pathway for the transport of
invading forces. In Roman times, the river separated the Roman
Empire from barbarian tribes that resided in the lands beyond its left
bank. Only Trajan, the philanthropic soldier-emperor under whom
the Empire achieved it greatest geographical reach, marched across
the river near today’s Drobeta in Romania and conquered what was then Da0|a adding the country’s gold to the wealth
of Rome.

RIVER CRUISE ROUTE

Our romance with the Danube, the river, began on Day 3 (07/03/23) from Passau, Germany, of our Viking Danube
cruise encompassing four countries, Germany (Regensburg, Passau), Austria (Krems, Vienna), Slovakia (Bratislava)
and Hungary (Budapest).

Due to the low water level at Regensburg, which was the scheduled starting point of the cruise, it had to be changed
to Passau, which was our original day three destination.
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No matter which side we are on this issue, climate change is not a hoax but real. Unless our next generation and the
generation thereafter try to mitigate climate change, there will not be a river cruise in the near future! From Munich
airport, we had to be driven to Passau by bus to embark onto our ship. It was a nonstop two-hour ride.

Founded by the Celts more than 2,000 years ago, Passau is one of Bavaria’s oldest cities, known as the “City of Three
Rivers”, it rests at the confluence of the Inn, llz, and Danube Rivers. A major attraction is the magnificent 17th-century
St. Stephan’s Cathedral - the baroque wonder that houses Europe’s largest pipe organ with more than 17,000 pipes,
200 stops, and four carillons. All the five parts of the organ can be played from the main keyboard. During the
Renaissance and early modern period, it used to be a prolific sword manufacturing center.

Regensburg is a true medieval city untouched by World War Il bombing and rich in architectural splendor. Regensburg
is also one of Germany’s best-preserved cities and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Due to the low water level, we
covered the city by bus on Day 2. Scenic Regensburg is Bavaria's fourth largest city and home to several examples of
the Romanesque Basilica style, including the Church of St. James, dating to the 12 century, and the 13th-century
abbey church of St. Emmeram- noteworthy for its detached bell tower. Dom St. Peter or Regensburg Cathedral has
existed since about 700 AD. Due to several devastating fires, the church was rebuilt, and the current high Gothic-style
building was completed in 1320. The cathedral's footprint is 279 feet by 115 feet wide. Thanks to the low water level
situation, after three days of exploring Passau - Regensburg - Passau on land, we finally set sail that evening on the
Danube.

DOM ST. PETER OR REBENSBURG CATHEDRAL
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In the morning on Day 4, we docked at Krems in Austria. A small university town at the eastern end of the Danube’s
Wachau Valley, Krems is surrounded by terraced vineyards. In its heyday, during the 12t century, Krems held even
more importance than Vienna for its iron, grain, salt, and wine trade.

Although Gottweig Abbey boasts no shortage of splendor, its most impressive room might be the relatively small library
stacked to the ceiling with 130,000 volumes! The stretch of Danube between Krems and Melk, known locally as “the
Wachau,” is possibly the loveliest and most picturesque stretch along the entire length of this majestic river. A scenic
bus ride took us to the abbey, located on a hilltop overlooking splendid Wachau Valley and the Danube River.

GOTTWEIG ABBEY \ S

i -
R e e
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On Day 5, we reached Vienna, the capital city of Austria renowned as the “City of Waltzes”. The center of arts and
intellect during the reign of the Hapsburgs and beyond, Vienna dances to a tempo all its own. One simply marvels at
the great Gothic St. Stephen’s Cathedral, crowned with a gleaming spire, majestic towers and colorful roof line and of
course the imposing Schonbrunn Palace, an imperial summer residence during the reign of Maria Theresa. Not to be
missed is the beautiful State Opera Concert Hall, its fagade adorned with elaborate frescoes depicting Mozart's opera
The Magic Flute. An evening of live classical concerts at the historical Palais Auersperg, where Mozart and Haydn are
said to have performed, was indeed exhilarating and upheld the reputation of Vienna for its musical legacy.
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Well worth the optional whole day (Day 6) land tour from Vienna was the breathtaking picturesque Bratislava, the
capital of Slovakia that is set along the Danube River and is the only capital in the world bordering two countries-
Austria and Hungary. It is known for its rich history and culture — historical buildings and well-preserved monuments,
some of which date back to the 12t century.

]
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The cruise terminated the next day at the ever-fascinating Budapest, Hungary’s capital, that is bisected by the river
Danube. Its 19th-century Chain Bridge connects the hilly Buda district with the flat Pest. A funicular railway runs up
Castle Hill to Buda’s Old Town for some majestic views and where the Budapest History Museum traces city life from
Roman times onward. Trinity Square is home to the 13th-century Matthias Church and the turrets of the Fishermen’s
Bastion, which offer sweeping views.

BREATHTAKING VIEW
' BUDAPESFATNIGH |
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| have been to a number of ocean cruises, but in my opinion, the river cruise is altogether a unique and intimate
experience since there are only 200-300 passengers, whereas ocean cruises deal with 2000-3000 guests. River Cruise
provides you with an up-close and personal service which begins with the captain.

Most importantly, the eight of us in the group christened ourselves “Octet” in keeping with the lyrical journey and were
always in sync with each other, which made this a once-in-a-lifetime experience.

YOUNGEST OCTET DEEPASHREE
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Champak Sadhu lives in Houston, Sugar Land, Texas. He has been
associated with various religious and cultural organizations of the Indian
and Bengali Communities in Houston, for close to five decades.
Professionally he has been engaged since 1969in providing design and
technical leadership globally on Design-build projects for DOD and other
industrial and commercial stakeholders. Retired in 2022



Greater Binghamton Bengali Association (GBBA) Durga Puja 2023
October 28, 2023 (Saturday)
at
India Cultural Center, 1595 NY-26, Vestal, NY 13850

We are pleased and honored to announce that the traditional
Greater Binghamton Community (GBBA) Original Durga puja will
be celebrated at ICC Cultural Center, Vestal, on October 28, 2023.

We would also have added attraction this year to perform Kojagari
Lakshmi Puja on the same evening as Lakshmi Purnima falls on
that evening. We keenly look forward to your participation and

' support.

Venue: ICC Cultural Center, Vestal
Date: October 28, 2023, Saturday
Events Puja, Prasad, Lunch, Arati, Dinner

’i 5 Invited Artist: Priyani Vani
- * e
.‘1". - &)

Puja Timings:

Morning Session Evening Session

8:30 AM - 12:30 PM Puja (Anjali at 12:15 PM) 5:30 PM - 7:45PM Lakshmi Puja & Local Program
12:30 PM - 12:45 PM | Prasad 7:45 PM - 8:30 PM Veg / Non-Veg Dinner

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM Vegetarian Lunch 8:30 PM - 11:00PM Invited Artist

3:00PM - 4:45 PM Break During Break Dessert

4:45PM Back at ICC

Website: WWW.gbbapuja.org
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Priyani Vani is a noted singer, actor,
and TV host in India. The singer is from
Indore, Madhya Pradesh. Now she is
based in Mumbai. She did an acting
course at Grace Acting Academy,
Mumbai. She has also been a part of a
documentary film. Priyani sang Dil Tere
Bin Lagda Nahi Soniye with Kunal
Ganja Wala in 2011.

Vani has participated in many singing
reality shows. Priyani first participated
in a show called Sa Re Ga Ma
Challenge in 2005. The singer was
one of the finalists in the show. She
participated in the show Amul Star
Voice of India. It was a singing
competition, telecast in 2007. Vani
was one of the wildcard entrants in the
show and went on to be in the top 8.

Apart from being a full-time singer, she
is also a TV host. She has hosted two
TV shows telecasted on Focus TV and
ETV Urdu. The curly-haired singer
wants to pursue singing and acting in
the future. She aspires to host more TV
shows as well.

Cover Page Painting:

Mahabrata Mondal, niece of Ashim Datta, was born
and raised in Krishnagar, West Bengal. She was an
ardent lover of various art and cultural activities from
her childhood and specialized in drawing and
painting. By profession, she is a school teacher and
owns a boutique shop.




AN

Picture taken in and around Bengal, India, and composed by Anasua Datta.

Greater Binghamton Bengali Association (GBBA) acknowledges the
overwhelming support and contribution from everybody to continue
with all the cultural activities throughout the year. May the essence of
togetherness prevail among us with good vibes.
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